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ADVERTISEMENT. 


4 A Pamphlet under a ſimilar Title with this 
has been publiſhed in England, and has already 
Eh run through ſeveral Editions. It is moſt admi- 


rably calculated to produce the greateſt good in 
| that Kingdom, but is, in many parts, totally 
. inapplicable to this; the Editor, therefore, hopes 
that he will have rendered an eſſential ſervice 
to the public, and at the ſame time extended 
the views of the truly Chriſtian Author, if, in- 
ſtead of reprinting it from the London Edition, 
he has procured a perſon perfectly adequate to 
the taſk to give it an Iriſh dreſs, and accommo- 
date it to the circumſtances of this Country. 


February 16, 1798. 


REFORM on RUIN: » 


TAKE YOUR CHOICE: 


IAM a free- born Iriſhman, and an independent man. I 
am attached to my native land beyond any other ſpot on the 

earth. I am ready to ſacrifice my life for its intereſts, and 

to ſpend the little property I have in ſecuring its happineſs. 
I therefore feel myſelf. warranted to call upon all true Iriſh- 
men, to lend, at leaſt, a patient attention to what I have to 
propoſe to them. I think for myſelf, and write as I think; 
I with them to read and to judge for themfelyes. 

It is agreed on all hands that our affairs are in a moſt def. 
perate ſtate; our difficulties and — 3 from” 
day to day, War has been long afflicting us from abroad; 
heart-burnings, and diſcontents, and infurreCtions, from 
within. Numbers of our countrymen have periſhed by ſea 
and land. The ſword has cut off its wet wh and diſeaſe 
its thouſands; millions, and millions of money are daily 
expending ; trade and manufactures languiſh ; public cre- 
dit was never more deeply ſhaken than we have lately ſeen 
it; Government ſecurities were never at a lower ebb; our 
national debt encreaſes; and we begin to feel, what our pa- 
triots have often talked to us of, the preffure of taxes.. Our 

very tars, among whom it was our pride to count fo man 
Iriſhmen, ſuffered themſelyes to be deluded for a mome 
and made our hearts ake. Some would even make us call | 
in doubt the fidelity of our national troops, and labour to 
excite our fears, where we ought chiefly to place our re- 
hance. Religious aſperities, after a fleep of one hundred 
years, are once more awakened, and made nc of 
pa fe ae ambition 
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ambition and deſign to divide and inflame us againſt each 
other, and to renew the 8 which they have ſo often 
entailed upbn this country. The wicked the ſeqitious and 
the deladed use and the law wh 3 hag between 
the horrid exceſſes of the one, and-the neceflary rigour of 
the other, a great part of the kingdom is filled with fire and 
blood. The war, of which hitherto we have only felt the 
diſtant effects, appears now to be approaching to our doors, 
and to the ſeats of our family comforts and enjoyments. 
The French bully, and vapour, and threaten, and their 
emiſſaries and ſupporters, who no longer conceal themſelves, 
repeat their threats, and exaggerate their power, and are a 
thouſand times more virulent, and vindictive, and ſangui- 
nary than even our ancient and natural enemies—all is 
alarm, and terror, and diſmay, and deſpou.dency. ; 
It is indeed true, that we are not without ſomething to 
put to the other ſide of the account. We have had many 
gnal ſucceſſes in the courſe of the war—we have taken 
many fine iſlands and colonies from our enemies—we have 
never ſeen their fleets without beating them we have taken 
the round of them, and all in their turns have vanifhed be- 


„ % 


_——r AAA ĩÜ X11 
It mult alſo be allowed, that our enemies are ſtill in a 
worſe ſtate than we are. There is not under the ſun, there 
never has been under the ſun, a more wretched people than 
the French: their King, their Queen, many of the royal 
blood; the beſt of their nobility, of their clergy, of their 
gentry, of their wealthy and reſpectable merchants, and 
even of their honeſt mechanics, and farmers, and labourers, 
have ſhed their blood on the ſcaffold, or been ſhot, ſtabbed, 
drowned, or poiſoned. Numbers of all theſe deſcriptions 
have fled to other countries, deſtitute and helpleſs, and of 
thoſe who remain, a great part have been plundered of 
their property, and deprived of all the comforts and con-- 
veniences of life. Religion, law, order, and good govern- 
ment, are at an end among them. Even they who ſubmit 
to the preſent rulers, and ſwear allegiance to the preſent 
power,. cannot hope, for a day, to be ſafe from the general 
pppreſſion if they eſcape either death or bzniſhment, they 
EY are 
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are ſtill liable to be fe and pillaged on every wanton 
pretext, and to be ſacrificed to the neceſſities of the army, 
of which their uſurpers are afraid, and which. muſt be fed 
and paid at all events, let who will ſuffer and be reduced to. 
mie 55 11.1! % be es 

2 the caſe is not much better. Being divided. | 
into two parties, one betrayed the other to the French, who. 
compelled them to make war againſt us, though contrary 
to their known intereſts; and the conſequence. is, that. 
they have been beat moſt dreadfully; that their dear friends 
and good allies. are become their tyrants, and treat them 
with ſuch haughtineſs and, inſolence, that, if they dared, 
they would cut the throats of every Frenchman in. their. 
country. 5 1 he ner ni er nt * 
| The Dutch are ſtill worſe off. Their trade is deſtroyed ;. 

their colonies are in our hands; the Freneh have drained 
them of their money, their goods, and almoſt every thing 
they had; they have an army in the midſt of them, and in 
all their ſtrong towns, .dragooning them into N 
ſures, baniſhing, impriſoning, and pillaging even thoſe: who, 
were at firſt. the moſt forward and active in giving up the 
country to them, and forcing them to fit out ſhips to fight 
azainſt us, when (although they think themſelves obliged, 
to behave like men, let who will be their opponents) = 
are much more inclined to fight for us. But what are we. 
the better for all this? In ſpite of the dreadful things that 
have happened, to our enemies; in ſpite of all the conqueſts 
we have made, and all the ſhips we have taken, what is 
our ſtate at this hour? We are threatened with invaſions ; 
we are divided and weakened by parties and factions; we 
are ſinking into gloom and deſpair. And yet, the French 
fleet that was intended to invade us, was diſperſed, by 
the breath of Providence, and the object of the expedition 
completely defeated. The ſeditious ſpirit in the North 
ſeems faſt to ſubſide; numbers of the deluded have availed 
themſelves of the proclamation, and have returned to their 
allegiance, and to their uſual occupations, and induſtrious 
purſuits, Our credit has not only not loſt, graund of late, 
but is looking up again; a moſt plentiful harveſt and mild 
ſeaſon have reduced the prices of all the neceſſaries of life, 
below what they have been long remembered. Travel from 
one end of the iſland to the other, and, except in thoſe 
diltrifts where the arts and miſrepreſentations of incendia- 
| „ | ries 
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immediate peace with France Some for eſtabliſhing a 
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ries are, at the moment, goading the deluded peaſants into 
outrage and violence, you will fee every mark of the greateſt 


plenty and proſperity the land has ever enjoyed. The linen 
markets in the North were never more flouriſhing, never 


more crowded with buyers, or diſtinguiſned by higher 
prices. Every where agriculture and tillage are improving, 
and every field producing more than it ever did before. 
Yet ſhut your eyes, and open your ears, and liſten to our 
erators, and our newſpaper writers, and our pamphleteers, 
and we ſhall hear of nothing but grievances, and oppreſ- 
ſion, and cruelty, and perſecution, and ruin. | 

Now what is the meaning of all this? How comes it to 
paſs, after all our wonderful er wet after all our glorious 
victories; in the midſt of ſo much plenty and ſeeming proſ- 
perity; that we not only think ourſelves upon the brink of 
ruin, but perhaps really are ſo? The anſwer is plain and 
ſhort—We are not reformed. A thorough Reform would ſet 
all right, and reſtore us to peace and happineſs. But what 


Is that Reform that would do this good? To anſwer this 


queſtion is my object in writing.—Some think, a Reform 
in Parliament will alone be ſufficient; and that Reform 


to conſiſt only in Members being choſen in a different man- 


ner. Some are for what they call Catholic emancipation— 
Some for leſſening the power and influence of Govern- 
ment. Some for aboliſhing Tithes— Some for 1 
e | 
public on the French plan. The laſt would, indeed, be a 
decifive meaſure, and do its own work completely; but as 
for the reſt, they are all, to my mind, paltry, partial Re- 
_— which can do little good, and may do much miſ- 
c 1 F f 22. : * 1 5 a 
If every man in the kingdom had a vote for a Member of 
Parliament, what would be the conſequence? Why each 
Member would be choſen by a Mob. And whom would 
the Mob chooſe? Why the man that made the loudeſt 
Perch, and the largeſt promiſes.—And who would this be? 
hy he that, having neither property, nor character to 
loſe, was ready to ſay any thing to get into the ' Houſe, in 
* of being paid for breaking every promiſe he had 
made. | a 
As to Catholic emancipation, I really do not know what 
the term means, as it applies to the great body of that de- 
{cription of ſubjects. I know no diſtinction between a Ro- 


man 


1 9 ] 
nk in life, and myſelf, with. refpe& 


man Catholic of + tay 
to our civil franchifes. | 
ment as I do, and is therefore reprefented in Parliament as 
I am. He has the fame protection of property, and of per- 
ſon from the fame laws, in the enacting of which he has 
the ſame ſhare. He ean purſue his induſtry with the fame 
ſecurity, and realize the fruits of it for himfelf and his fa- 
mily by purchaſe or otherwife, in the fame way. In what 
then is he to be emancipated? Something, indeed, remajns 
_ yet to be granted; and which a perfeverance in loyalty and 

quiet would, I am perſuaded, have obtained before this, by 
which three or four wealthy individuals might gratify their 
ambition or their vanity ; but what the general body ſuffers 
from this point being withheld, or what the granting of it 
could effect towards a Reform among that deſeription of fub- 
jects, is beyond my comprehenſion to diſcover. 

With reſpect to the power and influence of Government, 
J never knew a man who, when he was out of office, did 
not complain of them, and as ſoon as he got into office, did 
not exert them, and endeavour to encreaſe them. If he lef- 
fened them in one way, he took care to extend them in-ano- 
ther, and much has lately been attempted in that way by our 
ſtate quacks and mountebanks. I do not pretend to ſay that 
abuſes may not creep in, wherever there is power; but eve- 
ry 0 that four millions of people cannot be govern- 
ed without ſome power: and if the ſupreme magiſtrate has 
not /azofu] power enough to govern them by, either he will 
not be able to govern them at all, and then there can be no- 
thing but confuſion and miſchief) or elſe he muſt govern them 
by unlawful means; and I appeal to any man of common 
ſenſe, whether it is not better that a king ſhould govern ac- 
cording to fixed and ſettled laws, which are known to all 
the nation, than by undue influence, bribery, corruption, 
and the like. e 


But fay ſome, © aboliſh tithes“ I fear this will not an- 


ſwer—l do not expect much towards a reform from wrong 
and robbery. They who * underſtand thoſe things tell us, 
that the ſettlement of tithes in theſe realms hath been 
the ancient and undoubted laws of the land. When all 
the lands of England were the demeſne of the kings, and 
they enfeoffed the Barons for the defence of the kingdom, 
* 2 W reſerving 


Lord Coke. \ 


He votes for a Member in Parlia- 
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reſerving to themſelves the royalties and other rights, one 
of theſe Kings +, nearly a thouſand years ago, conferred 


the tithes of all the kingdom upon the church by his royal 
charter 1. The ſame practice was adopted here by our 


Kings, and great men, and has ſince been confirmed by law, 


and ſo the lands have uniformly deſcended to our day, and 
until they came into the hands of the preſent owners, who 


muſt have paid more for the purchaſe, and required larger 
rents from their tenants, if they had not been thus charg-: 
ed. Hence, whatever right nn have to the other nine 
parts of the fee ſimple, or leaſe, they have certainly none 

Whatever to the tithe or tenth, which is no more theirs, than 
the other nine parts are the Clergy's. . I cannot, therefore, 
agree in the idea of robbing one man more than another of 
what the Law ſecures to him. It is a rule that may extend 


to every other ſpecies of property. As to the holder or 


occupier, I am of the ſame opinion with an honeſt, cool- 
headed, reafoning neighbour of mine, who on aſking who. 
were to have the tithes when they were taken from the par- 
fon, and being told they would be the landlord's, then, 
ſaid he, I had rather they ſhould remain as they are; for 
I can always, deal better with the parſon, than with the 
landlord, and even with the proctor, bad as he may be, 
than with the agent.“ a l 

As for a Republic on the French plan, Lord defend me 
and mine from it!] I have watched it from its firſt riſe to its 
preſent power, and I have ſeen nothing but murder, and 
maſſacre, and robbery, and injuſtice, and every thing that 
is execrable in the eyes of God or Man, mark its progreſs 
and its eſtabliſnment. I have ſeen it ſetting out upon a ſyſ- 
tem that, if it were to prevail univerſally, would make a 
Hell upon Earth. It is a ſyſtem that holds out the actual 
poſſeſſors of authority, or power, or conſequence, or 
riches, as fair plunder to thoſe who chance to have none of 
theſe advantages, But who will not ſee that chis muſt go on 
for ever? You, or thoſe: who may claim under you, can 
have no more title to what you have robbed me of, than you 


allowed me to have; you will therefore be robbed, and 


plundered, 


+ Ethelwulf. 4 3 5 
+ This charter is to be ſeen in the Abbot Ingulf, and in 
Matthew of Weſtminſter. Wert & 
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plutidefed, and diſpoſſeiſed in your turn, and fo from. age to 
age men will be cutting each others throat, and pillaging 
and plundering each other in endleſs fucceſſion. But it will 
be ſaid; „ all this will be ſet to right with time ;—in the 
meanwhile try the Revolution.” But if we are to have our 
throats cut that our grandchildren may have a chance of en- 
joying their lives and their property, in the ſame ſecurity'in 
which they have been ſo long enjoyed under the preſent ſyſ- 
tem, I have no appetite to try the experiment. I have ſeen 
it already tried in France, and I am fully ſatisfied. I have 
ſeen it for ſeven years, producing confuſion, oppreſſion, 
cruelty, poverty, all ſorts of miſchief and wickedneſs, as. 
well to its original ſupporters as to its oppoſers, and no good 
whatever. FFF | 1 
Hut a peace with France; what can be ſaid to this? A 
very ſhort anſwer. They will not make peace with you; 
they will exterminate you, and cut you off from among the 
nations of the earth.“ No, fay our great orators and 
eſſay writers, “ they will fraternize with you.” Les, as 
Cain fraternized with Abel !—yes, as the French them- 
ſelves have fraternized with Flanders, to plunder and rob, 
and confiſcate, and drain you by forced loans and contribu- 
tions, that you may ſupply the total loſs of their own wealth 
and reſources, * They will admit you to their alliance ;“ 
ves, as they have admitted Holland, and Spain, and Ve- 
nice, and the unfortunate Pope, to diſpoſe of your arms. 
and your fleets, and your reſources, to the eſtabliſhing of 
their own univerſal dominion, and not to let you even * 
think but as they pleaſe. PS | | 
I truſt I have now ſhewn that none of the above plans will 
anſwer our purpoſe : Let us, then, try to find one that will. 
But, (that I may not be taken for a quack doctor) before I 
preſcribe the che, let me try to find out the cauſe of our 
preſent unhappy ſtate; and in order fo to do, let us take 
. _—_ view of all ranks of people beginning with the 
igheſt. | 

Of the Kin, if I knew ever ſo many bad things, 1 ſhould 
be cautious how I mentioned them, becauſe I have no incli- 
N | nation 


% To conſolidate the power of the Republic,” ſays Buon- 
aparte, in his anſwer to one of the Pariſian addreſſes, * you muſt 
*« heacetforth ſuffer no ideas to prevail ia the World but thoſe of 
* the Great Nation,” | 
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nation te be hanged or tranſported. But, in truth, I know 

no harm of him; his private life every body ſays is good, 
and, I think, his public conduct has been good alſo. Of 

this J am. ſure that this nation owes: him more than to any 
ether King that ever ſat on the throne; the ſhortening the 
duration-of our parliament, the emancipation of oily i- 
ature, the freedom and extenſion of our commerce, 
independence of our judges, the communication of the 
bleſſings of the Britiſn conſtitution to every claſs of our fel- 
low ſubjects, are among the many proofs of his royal diſpo- 
ſition to promote the intereſt and happineſs of this land, 
which demand our warmeſt gratitude and attachment, in ſo 
much that we at leaſt may fairly call him the beſt of our 
Kings. . 2 
Of his repreſentative in this kingdom I have never 
heard but one opinion; amiable and conciliating in his 
manners, regular and ſtrictly proper in his conduct, a 
fond parent, and affectionate huſband, with an humane 
heart and a ſound underſtanding, he has not only eſcaped 
the cenſure even of our moſt violent oppoſitioniſts, = 
frequently extorted their praiſe. To all who love the Con- 
ſtitution, and wiſh to ſee it preſerved in Church and State, 
" he has moſt ſingularly recommended himſelf. He under- 
took the Government of the country under circumſtances 
which might well have made the boldeſt ſhrink from it; 
and by a ſteady, uniform, and reſolute conduct, he has 
hitherto guided us through the ſtorm, with a ſucceſs of 

which many deſpaired. : | | 

Having no more deſire to ſee the inſide of Newgate than 

to try the air of Botany Bay, I ſhall be cautious in what I 
have to ſay about the Parliament, Of the preſent Parlia- 
ment, indeed, we can as yet ſay nothing, except that when 
we look to the taxes for the preſent year, we ſee a moſt 
marked leaning towards the eaſe of the lower orders, and 
that they are the rich_who principally bear the additional 
burdens of the ſtate. With reſpect to the late Parliament, 
withot allowing it the privilege of all dead perſons, to 
ſay nothing of it but good, its Journals can ſhew many 

* falutary regulations for which the nation is indebted to it. 
It pafſſefl many excellent laws, and though there were many 
itrong ones, yet who that will judge impartially for his 
country will ſay, that the times did not require them, and 
that it is not to them we owe all that we at this moment 
enjoy ? 
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| F 
enjoy? This praiſe the laſt Parliament deferved, and this I 
hope the preſent will alſo merit. 1 will, however, beg leave 
to afk two or three ſhort queſtions, and let thoſe whom 
the cap fits wear it. 14 PA 25 
When the law forbids bribery, can it be right to bribe? 
When a man is employed in enacting regulations for the 
preſervation of morality and religion, is. it conſiſtent to 
Thew the world that he has himſelf neither morals nor re- 


> 


igion? r | e 
| ken man undertakes to act for others, can it be right 


who really loves his country, than to fee men pretending to 
love their- 2 and to wiſh to ſave it, and yet, inſtead 
of doing all in their power to help things forward, doin 
all in their power to hinder every meaſure propoſed; and 
at laſt, quitting their poſt at the very moment, when (as 
they themſelves allow) the country is in the utmoſt danger 
poſſible ? This queſtion applies to the Oppoſition on both 
ſides of the water. But in the conduct of our Oppoſition 
there are many things that muſt. add to our indignation. 
To hear them declaim with as much vehemence as if th 
were in earneſt, againſt the influence of the Britiſh Mi- 
niſter, and the interference of a Britiſh Cabinet, and yet 
maintain, themſelves, a conſtant intercourſe with the heads - 
of the oppoſition in England, the would-be miniſters; re- 
ceive their directions, adopt all their conduct, applaud them 
for ſacrificing the independence of our Parliament by in- 
torducing into the Engliſh Parliament queſtions, that con- 
cern ourſelves excluſively, and leave no doubt, how impli- 
citly they would ſubmit to their controul, were their great 
object to be ſecured, and thoſe who are at preſent in rouge 
— . | ou:d 
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ſhould be turned out to make way for them. They did fo | 


when in office with the Engliſh Secretary of their own 
party; 8 would do ſo: to-morraw ſhould their party 


come in. But beſides this, I do not heſitate to ſay, that we 
are indebted to them for moſt. of the miſeries with which 
the diſturbed parts of the country have been viſited. Let 


any man read their ſpeeches in Parliament, their. ſpeeches 


at public meetings, and the harangues of thoſe of them 


| that are lawyers in the Courts of Juſtice, and put toge- 
ther the whole of their conduct, and ſay, whether wirh- 
out thoſe ſpeeches and harangues, and t is conduct, the 


wretched combination of all that is low and contemptible 
in the kingdom, could have acquired the. conſiſtency, the 
arrangement, the confidence that now render it fo formida- 
ble? I ſay nothing of the hopes, with which their rage. 
rated repreſentations of the general diſcontent, their invec- 
tives againſt the Government, the imputation of cruelty 
and oppreſſion, in which ic is impoſſible for them to be- 
Deve, their panegyrics upon every thing that is French, and 
their deprecation of every thing that is Britiſh or connect- 
ed with Great Britain, have inſpired our enemies; en- 
couraging them to reject all overtures af peace, and hold- 


ing out this country as an eaſy conqueſt, that only waits 


for their coming to take poſſeſſion of it. 


From this view of the Government and the Parliament 


let us turn to the conduct of the Nobility, and Gentry in 


general, including the ofhcers of the Navy, and Army and 
the higher claſſes of law, phyſic, and commerce. Thank 
God! you will find among them ſome excellent people; 
and in general they are willing to aſſiſt the poor, and not 
to oppreſs them. But do not luxury, corruption, adultery, 


gaming, pride, vanity, idleneſs, extravagance, and diſſipa- 


tion, prevail too generally? Are they diligently employed, 
as they ought to be, either in the ſervice of their King 
and Country, or in regulating their own families, or be- 
ing uſeful to their neighbours, in thoſe places where 
their property or their. influence lies? What example do 
they ſet to the lower orders, of whoſe exceſſes, originating 
ſrom a contempt of religion, they ſo loudly complain? 

Of the Biſhops and Clergy of all denominations, I ſhould 


be very ſorry to ſay any thing that might leſſen them in the 
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eyes of the nation; for, if we are to be preſerved, it muft 


The 


U 
The Biſhops of the eſtabliſhed church are in general 
learned and good men ; and while we are particularly in- 
debted to the. King and his adviſers for having ſet ſuch a man 
at their head as now fills that important ſtation, we ſhall 
find that they all take more pains, and do it mare eff 
than is generally allowed either by their luke- warm 
friends or avowed enemies. Yet if St. Paul. were among 
them, I think he would work harder than any of them, 
and adopt ſome ſtronger meaſures to bring back to their 
duty, ſuch Clergymen as have deſerted it. For, (forry 
IT am to fay it) though you will find many among the 
lower Clergy who: do their duty, and take care; of their 
flocks; you: will find too many, alſo, who neglect. both, 
and ſpend their time in public 2 in dancing, or 
card playing, or dangling at the Court, or elſewhere, in 
hopes of preferment: If ſuch believe in a Day of Reckon- 
ing, I can only ſay, they have a ſort of courage which 
I have not. ants 1 c 
As to the Biſhops and Clergy of the Roman Catholic 
perſuaſion, I am told that amongſt. them there are many 
learned and exemplary men. But are they all of that. in- 
dependent mind that will ſerve them to ſpeak candidly and 
roundly to thoſe on whom: they depend for their ſubſiſt- 
ence? Do none of them conform themſelves to the man- 
ners of the claſs of people with whom they chiefly con- 
verſe, and accompany them to the Ale-houſe or the Dram- 
ſhop ?' Are they forward or zealous in inculcating that 
loyalty and ſubmiſſion to legal Government, which they 
tell us they learn from their religious principles? And 
are they as attentive to the morals of their flock, and 
to the ſpirit of religion, as they are to outward rites 
and obſervances, and the diſtinctions that unhappily ſepa- 
rate us? | | 51 . 
Io the diſſenting Clergy I would apply all that I hare 
ſaid of the Roman Catholics, ſubſtituting to the laſt queſ- 
tion this plain one: Do they make religion and morals 
more the ſubject of their exhortations than politics? Have 
they nothing to anſwer for the innovating ſpirit that has 
filled the North with crimes ? pF 1 
Among the lawyers, merchants, traders, farmers, and 
others engaged in buſineſs, we find many honeſt, gene- 
rous, and charitable men; but we alſo find among them 
: many 
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many diſhoneſt, proſligate, and covetous characters. The 
very beſt of them are, I fear, as much engroſſed by world - 
Ty bufinefs, and worldly cares, and worldly amuſements, as 
it they were to live here for ever. How little of their 
time or their attention do they take from thoſe purſuits to 
devote to religion, or to their improvement in virtue and 
"Laſtly, look at the Lower Claſſes. How willingly. would 
I draw a veil over ſome part of the picture which they 
preſent? Great allowances ought to be made for their little 
inſtruction and ſcanty advantages; and it muſt be con- 
feſſed that, until of late, they were generally acquiring ha- 
bits of induſtry, and making daily advances in morality 
and good order. Nay, even at this moment, when the 
= of licentiouſneſs and anarchy has ſo extenſively poſ- 
ſeſſed them, and driven ſuch numbers of them into every 
Tpecies of outrage and violence, I think them to be, in their 
eneral deſcription, peaceable, well diſpoſed, amenable to 
law, with a turn for religion, and a'defire of inſtruction. 
But when I admit all this, let us look to the public ſtreets, 
tet us look to the places of idle and profligate reſort, let us 
look to the inſide of their own dwellings, let us look to our 
priſons, and our courts of juſtice, what drunkenneſs, what 
lafphemy, what riot and diforder, what murders, and 
burnings, and rapine, what ſubornation and perjury, affail 
our ears and our eyes? Even taking things in the moſt fa- 
vourable light, are they all as honeſt, fober, and induf- 
trious, as we could with them to be? Do they ſpend all 
they carn in feeding and clothing themſelves, and their 
wives and families? And do they earn all they can? 
Are the Sundays ſpent at Church, or at Chapel, or at 
the Alehouſe and Whiſkey-ſhop ? Abroad, in bad com- 
pany, or at home with their families? Do they in- 
ſtruct their children themſelves; or accept, with hearty 
thanks, thofe inſtructions which are provided for them by 
the bounty of their neighbours ? | 6 
Having now turned our eyes on the various claſſes of 
which this nation is compoſed, can we be at a loſs to know 
what that Reform is, which our caſe requires ?—Surely, 
No. It is as plain, as plain can be, that the Reform we want, 
and the only Reform which can ſave us, (but which .cer- 
tainly will ſave us, if adopted in time) is - 


Don, 
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A Taonouan RRTORM or PRINCIPLES AND PRACTtCE8, 
AMONG ALL RAxKS Or PEOPLE THROUGHOUT THE KING 


Let the King and Queen continue to ſet an example of 
piety, regularity, ſobriety, and conjugal fidelity, to. their 
children, their ſervants, and all their ſubjects. Let them 
drive from their Councils, and their Court, all adulterers 
and adultereſſes; all gamblers ;: all, in ſhort, whoſe charac- 
ters are notoriouſly vad, of either fex, and of every rank. 
Let them avoid even innocent amuſements, if liable to 
produce immorality among others, which, alas l is tog 

often the caſe. | | | | Nenn ch 


% Oh hard condition, twin- born with-Greatneſs ! 
What infinite heart's-caſe mult Kix ds neglect, 
That private men enjoy” / 
I can take my Sunday evening's walk, chat with my veigh- 
bours, and view the beauties of nature, and no harm done. 
But if my gracious Sovereign could ſee but a ſmall part of 
the aber idleneſs, drunkenneſs, diſregard of the Sab- 
bath, and other incalculable ill effects which are produced 
not only in Windſor, Eton, and the whole neighbourhood, 
but eyen in his capital itſelf, by his merely appearing on 
Windſor Terrace; how gladly would he give up for the 
good of his people, that Heart-felt ſatisfaction, which he 
has ſo often felt, from“ Reading his hiſtory in a nation's 
1 his Majeſty's deputy in this kingdom obſerve the 
ſame rules. Let him recollect that, as Je repreſents the 
power, he ſhould alſo repreſent the virtues of his Sove- 
reign ; that he is equally obliged to be watchful over his 
conduct, ſo as to give no countenance to the contempt of 
religion, the neglect of its ordinances, the violation of its 
Sabbaths, the deſertion of its temples, for which all claſſeg 
of people are, I am afraid, but too univerſally diſtin- 
guiſhable. Let him recollect, that he alſo is a ſpecta- 
cle of the people, and that his conduct is a cauſe either of 


offence and degeneracy, or of edification and improvement 


to the nation over which he preſides. And if ever theſe 
ſheets ſhould meet his eyes, let him be aſſured that theſe ex- 
hortations are not meant for reproof, as if he failed, but as 

4 C nincitements 
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incitements to redoubled attention to theſe important points, 
towards which, in the high ranks of female ſociety, as ſuch 
an example is, alas] but too neceflary, ſo is he effectually 
aſſiſted by his virtuous and amiable conſort. x 
Let every member of parliament, whether peer or com- 
moner, refſect on the awful truſt committed to his care, and 
attend diligently to the execution of it. Not merely when 
a political diſpute ariſes, but conſtantly and uniformly. Let 
no act receive its fiat, without a ſtrict ſcrutiny into its merits. 
Let them reviſe, - curtail, and methodiſe the whole code of 
ſtatute law, - whoſe bulk and confuſion is ſuch, _ * ar 
we may almoſt ſay 


% Mole ruit ſua! oy 


If but a ſmall part of that time, and thoſe tales, which 
are waſted in long-winded harangues, and bitter diſputati- 
ons, were thus applied, our laws would acquire clearneſs, 
preciſion, and vigour. The number, the length, and the 
expence of our ſuits, would no more be the reproach of 
our nation. Imagination itſelf can hardly embrace the va- 
riety and the magnitude of the national benefits, which 
would be thereby produced. | 

Let thoſe, to whom the adminiſtration of the executive © 
| government is committed, learn by dear-bought and fatal 
experience, that their own arm cannot ſave them; and that 
human laws and human power, can avail nothing, without 
| ſound principles and pure morals ; and let them, therefore, 
without delay, bend the whole force of their talents to the 
reformation of theſe. | | 

As for thoſe who, from motives of perſonal ambition, ad- 
vancement or gain; from private pique, or party prejudice, 
or any other Gniſter deſign, are ready to ſacrifice the public 
good, to their private views, it is vain to waſte words 
on them,—their conſciences muſt be ſeared with a hot 

ron. 

To thofe, on whom Providence has beſtowed rank, or 
honour, or wealth, or any other uſeful talent, and whe 
have not quite forgot who is the Giver of all good gifts, I 
next addreſs myſelf ; earneſtly entreating them to withdraw | 
their minds, for one moment, from all other purſuits, and 
to conſider their own ſituation, and that of their country 
and of the ſurrounding nations. Where are now the rank, 


the honours, and the wealth of France, of Flanders, of 
Holland, 


: * 
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Holland; and of Italy? And ki muſt thoſe of- Britain 


ſhortly be, if their poſſeſſors will neither take warning from 
the fare of others, nor from the judgments of Heaven, juſt 
ready to fall on their,own heads? It is yet in their power to 


| fave their country and their own fouls: but not a moment 
muſt be loſt. Let them inſtantly quit the dice box, the 
_ turf, and the tavern; every wicked, and every trifling em- 


ployment, and repair each to his proper ſtation. Let them 
reform, firſt themſelves, their expences, their wives. and 
children, their ſervants and dependents; and then exert all 
their influence, as landlords, as magiſtrates, as friends, and 


as neighbours; encouraging and protecting the ſober and | 


induſtrious; diſcouraging and puniſhing, with candour, 


but with vigour, the lawleſs and profligate. Few of thoſe, 
to whom I am now ſpeaking, are aware how much miſchief 


they occaſion, merely by being in a wrong place; or how 
yu good they my} do, if they would only ſtay where 
t 


eir lot has fallen. It was the obſervation of a man of 


much good ſenſe and experience, —“ That, if every gen- 
tleman would reſide on his eſtate, and every clergyman on 
his living, we ſhould*need no other Reformation.“ Let 
thoſe, then, who fly to towns and cities, to public places, 
or foreign countries, in fearch of paltry amuſements, or 
under a falſe pretext, or at beſt a miſtaken notion, of re- 
pairing their ſhattered fortunes ; no longer think themſelves 
guiltleſs,—Numberleſs are the ways in which their Country 
15 injured by their abſence : If refident at their family ſeats, 
their example, their influence, their fortune, — every talent 
they poſſeſs, diſpenſes bleſſings on all around them. In any 
other place, they almoſt unavoidably do miſchief, by adding 
to the number of thoſe, whom the vices of cities inevitably 
corrupt. Hes Heat N 


But if purer motives cannot prevail, let pride plead the 


cauſe of patriotiſm. In a country like ours and Great Bri- 


tain, a country gentleman is the firſt of all characters; and 
truly, when we view him ſeated in the manſion of his an- 
ceſtors, ſurrounded by his family, his relations, his ſer- 


vants, his workmen, his tenants and his neighbours, all in 
their due proportion, partiking of his hoſpitality, benevo- 
lence and protection, where ſhall we find a more enviable 
object? But merely thift the ſcene, and place him in the ca- 
pital, often in an inconvenient and incommodious houſe, 
or paltry lodgings ; where now are his honours, his influence, 
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his reſpectability All vaniſhed and loſt in the crowd. He g 


becomes at once a mere cypher without uſe or value; 
ſpending his days in a club room, and his evenings in the 


tavern, or at the card table; and that income, which before 
promiſed him and others ſo much ſolid and deb ee com- 
fort, will barely ſupply what are deemed the neceſſary orna- 
ments and amuſements of life. Meantime, his ſervants 
are tainted with the vices of the town, and infected with 
the dangerous ſpirit of the day; and it is well if his wife 
and daughter are preſerved uninjured ; their health certain- 
ly is not. Then bathing, or the wells, are ordered, and 


he is ſeat with all his incumbrances to England or to the ſea, 


to accumulate expences. His manſion-houſe is deſerted in 


the ſummer as well as the winter, and changed for a nar- 
row lodging; habits of indolence and diſſipation are inſenſi- 
bly acquired, perhaps habits of a worſe kind, if a worſe 


can be; and he who was the ſupport and ornament of a 


conſiderable diſtrict, the fond parent, the indulgent land- 


lord, the hoſpitable neighbour, the liberal benefactor, the 


reſpected magiſtrate, ſinks into uſeleſs inſigniſicance and 
- contempt? 


Abandoned by their owners, our villages might ſtill have 
ſome hopes left, if they were not alſo. abandoned by their 


PASTORS ; by thoſe, whoſe bounden duty it is to take care of 


them, and whoſe breach of duty-has this aggravation, that 
not by deſcent (as in the former caſe) but by their own ſolemn 
acceptance, this duty attaches. Far be it from me to ſpeak 


_ difreſpeQtfully. of the Clergy ! I reverence their ſacred of- 


fice; I look up to them, as the moſt pious, the moſt learn- 
ed, and the moſt uſeful claſs of all. As individuals, they 
muſt of courſe vary, and while ſome are ably and diligently 


performing their duty, others, alas ! notoriouſly neglect 


their's. 2 | Wy 
It has too long been the falſe and ſhallow policy of irreli- 


gious and worldly-minded men, to deprive the Clergy of the 


exerciſe of thoſe rights, which they receive not from man, 


and which man, therefore, cannot take from them. It 


ſeems almoſt forgotten, in theſe days of novelty, when 
every thing ancient and venerable is deſpiſed, that Chriſti- 
ans are a regular ſociety, formed by CHRIST himſelf, under 
rulers and officers appointed by him, with authority to ap- 
point others to ſucceed them; and thus our preſent Biſhops 
and Clergy derive their authority by regular ſucceſſion _ : 
| | IM 


* 
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Him to whom all power was given, and who, if he had 
ſeen fit, could have inveſted them with temporal authority 
alſo. But this he did not; on the contrary, HE and his 
Apoſtles every where, in the molt explicit terms, enjoins all 


Chriſtians to ſubmit like others to their lawful Governors. 


In temporal matters, therefore, our Biſhops and Clergy poſ- 
ſeſs only ſuch-powers as are given them by the laws of this 
land; but, in all fpiritval concerns, they derive their au- 
thority from Him by ꝛuhom Kings reign, and are bound to 
exert it for the benefit of that body over whom they are ap- 

pointed. . TROP LITE Y 
With all poſſible deference, I ſubmit it to the conſidera- 
tion of our Governors, both in Church and State, whether 
any ſociety can long flouriſh or even exiſt, without regula- 
tion and reform? And whether the Church of Ireland can 
form an exception to this rule? I earneſtly entreat them to 
. conſider the preſent ſtate of religion and morals in this king- 
dom; to conſider how impoſſible it is for human las to co- 
erce a people, who have loſt all ſenſe of the divine lau; 
who are no longer reſtrained by the dictates of conſcience; 
and. who, conſequently, abſtain from no crimes, but ſuch 
as are prohibited by the law of the land, and from thoſe, 
only when the danger of puniſhment is ſo apparent, as to 
overcome the force of corrupt paſſions and pampered appe- 
tites! Whatever may be the reſult of ſuch an inquiry, it 
ſurely muſt be admitted, that the enforcing the re/dence of 
our parochial Clergy is indiſpenſably requiſite ; and that the 
times call for uncommon exertion in all, eſpecially in thofe 
who have the care of our principles and our morals. Never 
did the powers of darkneſs exert themſelves more, or with 
more ſucceſs. Do other powers exert themſelves as much 
to counteract them? "Treaſon, ſedition, and mutiny, have 
appeared, and new laws have been made to prevent their 
growth, and we all fee/, and moſt of us acknowledge, that + 
this was right and fit. But do not adultery, gaming, Sab- 
bath-breaking, neglect of public worſhip, and above all, 
lukewarmneſs and indifference about Religion itſelf, pre- 
vail, to a degree unknown in any former age? To a degree, 
which - ſeems to portend the eradicating Chriſtianity in this 
quarter . of the world? And where are the laws againit 
theſe ? Shall I be told that there are ſuch already in our 
ſtatute books? The ſame was ſaid as, to the laws againſt 
treaſon and ſedition; but by whom was it ſaid? Was K by 
| | | ole 
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thoſe who wiſhed to prevent ſuch crimes ? Or thoſe who by 
their writings and ſpeeches had encouraged them? | 

In the name; therefore, of that Gop who made us; of 
that Saviour, who died to redeem us; of that BLESSED 


Sem, who is ever ready to aſſiſt our weak but ſincere en- 


deavours ; I call on every Biſhop, Prieſt; and Deacon, who 


has devoted himſelf to the ſervice of God in the Church of 


Ireland, to lay aſide every avocation, and inſtantly to exert 
his utmoſt powers, in the preſervation of our holy Religi- 
on. So ſhall he ſave many ſouls from death, and hide a 
multitude of ſins, 

The ſame exhortation I would addreſs to the Clergy of 
all denominations. I would exhort the diſſenting Clergy- 


man to reflect whether it is from the 'avowed ſubverters of 


all Religion, from Free-thinkers and Atheiſts, that he is to 
expect that form of Church government to which he is ſo 
zealouſly attached? Or if he promotes his own cauſe, or 
the cauſe of his Religion, by countenancing his hearers in 
their partiality to French principles, and their expectations 
of a force to ſubvert the preſent order of things. I would 


. exhort the Roman Catholic Clergyman to refleA what 


chance he can have, not only to obtain the place held by the 


_ eſtabliſhed Clergy, but even to be left in his preſent ſituati- 


on, or in a way to diſcharge the duty he owes to his flock, 


' ſhould thoſe of his profeſhon, who have united themſelves 


with the malcontents of the North, ſucceed in their ſchemes 
of changing the preſent Government for a French Repub- 


lic. 'Che example of the ſeat of. his religion, and of its ve- 


nerable head, will afford him an infallible rule by which to 
judge. It calls upon him by all that is dear to him in his re- 


| ligion, and by the immortal intereſts of thoſe, over whom 


he has been appointed the ſpiritual Director, to redouble 
his paſtoral exertions; to make a common cauſe with all 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and inſtead of prejudicing his 


 hearers againſt their Proteſtant brethren, or railing a ſpiri- 


tual wall of ſeparation between them, now that the legal 
wall has been broken down, to inculcate a ſpirit of mutuah. 


love and benevolence, and to have no antipathies but againſt 


the advocates of immorality and licentiouſneſs, and no cue- 
mies but the enemies of Chriit. 

If any lawyers, merchants or others, who are e engaged 
m worldly bufineſs, can ſpare time and thought for one ſe- 


| rious reflection, let that reflection be, how their account 


will | 


es 
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will ſtand at the Day of Judgment?“ How they will then 
anſwer. for having joined “ night to day and Sunday to the 
week,” in adding ſhilling to ſhilling, and guinea to guinea, 
initead of purſuing their lawful calling, and devoting to the 
ſervice of God, that ſmall portion of their time and 
| ary 6” which he claims, and which claim, if they have a 
_ juſt ſenſe either of their temporal or eternal intereſts, they 
will never more reſiſt. | | | | 
I now with to addreſs myſelf to all the inhabitants of this 
iſland, but chiefly to thoſe of the /orver claſs,” as it is called; 
—to thoſe, who Cars — rank or riches, but muſt earn 
their daily bread by their daily labour. -You, my fellow- 
countrymen, whether you know it or not, have ſouls to be 
ſaved, and muſt live for ever in another world, and be there 
rewarded or puniſhed, as you have behaved well or ill in this 
life. Even here, if you behave ill, you will ſuffer for it; 
* andif you behave well, God and men will aſſiſt you. If 
you are idle, do you not want bread ? If you are drunken, 
do not your wives and children ſuffer ? If you are diſho- 
neſt, do not you loſe your characters? If you are honeſt, 
and contented, and diligent, do you not find you are happy? 
By being happy, I don't mean that you have every thing-you 
want, or that you have no ſickneſs or ſorrow !—that is ſuch 
happineſs, as does not fall to the lot of any body in this 
world. Whatever you may think, the King upon his 
throne has more cares and vexations than you have. Many 
and many a night, when you are ſound aſleep, he and his 
Miniſters are hard at work, for you, and me, and all of us: 
And the caſe is the ſame with the great and learned. Some 
of them, indeed, like ſome of you, neglect their buſineſs, 
and waſte their time in idleneſs and vice; but others work 
as hard or harder than you, and their work is of a worſe 
ſort. Your's preſerves your health, while their's deſroys 
their health, and ſhortens their lives. God has ſo ordered 
it, that, in this life, no man ſhall be completely happy; but 
moſt men, let their ſituation be what it will, may be ?ole- 
rably happy, if it be not their own fault; and every man 
may be'completely happy for ever in another world ; and the 
ſame means which will make him happy in another world, 
. commonly make him comfortable in this. 
Let us, then, inquire what thoſe means are : They may 
be expreſſed in two ſhort words | 
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do to us. 
as it is in our power. To be honeſt, ſober, modeſt, and 


them] How many 


4 ] 


God, who * all things, has ſo made them, that it is 
impoſſible for a bad man to be happy. He has given us 


laws, and promiſed to reward us if we obey them, and to 
-puniſh'us if we do not. 
him; to pray to him; to believe in Jeſus Chriſt his Son ; to. 


He commands us to love and fear 


honour 'and obey the King, and all who are in authority 


under him; to ſubmit to our. maſters, and all lawful go- 


vernors. To reſpect God's miniſters, his Sabbath, and his 


church. To pay fan their dues, whether tithes, taxes, cuſ- 
toms, or other things. To obey the laws of the country 
in which we live. To do to others as we would have them 
To love our neighbours, and aſſiſt them as often 


decent. To work diligently, in order to get our living. 
To bear patiently ſuch misfortunes as befal us. To be 
thankful for ſuch good things as we enjoy ; for our health, 
and ſtrength, and daily bread, and many other bleſſings 
which we are too apt not to conſider as we ought. They 


are all the gifts of God, þ ws PINS to be received as 


ſuch. 
Now I would aſk any für man, if there is any thing hard 
or unreaſonable in all this? Or whether he is not convinced 


that, if we would obey theſe laws, we ſhould be much hap- 
| Pier than we are? For, ſorry I am to ſay it, we do not 


them as we ought. Inſtead of praying to him every 
58 t and morning, ſome, I fear, never pray at all ; inſtead 


of obeying the King, and his Magiſtrates and Officers, 


how many haye been guilty lately of inſulting him and 
have joined in riotous mobs, and ſedi- 
tious clubs and meetings ! How many have ſuffered them- 
ſelves to be deluded into unlawful and impious oaths, pre- 
poſterouſly pledging themſelves to God, upon the Holy 
Goſpel of his Son, to commit robbery, murder, every 
crime that is moſt heinous in his ſight, or that can expoſe 


us moſt certainly to his wrath, and to eternal damnation, 


and thinking themſelves bound by ſuch oaths? How many 
have been the dupes of a ſet of wretches, who are going 
about, as St. Peter repreſents the Devil, ſeeking whom they 


may devour; deceiving the ſimple and che ignorant by falſe 


repreſentations, feeding them with hopes which they can 
never make good, making them renounce all their preſent 
comforts and enjoyments, and all their induſtrious purſuits, 


and expoſe their wives and their children to be left without 


houſe 


— 


, | 
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houſe or home, or ſupport, for a wild-gooſe:chace after 
ſomething, which ſome perſons, whom they do not fs - 
much as know, defire ſome perſons to tell them they are to 
get from the French, when they are to come over on float- 
ing iſlands, and blow the Britiſh: fleet, that now rides in 
triumph through the whole world, out of the ſeas? In 
ſhort, how many have thrown off all religion, all fear of 
God, frequenting neither Church, Maſs, nor Meeting ; or 
if they go to the Chapel or the Meeting Houſe, going 
there only to enter into wicked and ſavage combinations, 
and to ſettle plans for robbing, and plundering, and mur- 
dering, as ſoon as the night comes on; or for training 
themſelves to arms, that they may be the better prepared 
to ſpill the blood of their clergy, their landlords, their 
neighbours, and former acquaintances and friends? 

Even amongſt thoſe who are not thus changed into ſa- 
vages, and cut-throats, and houſe-breakers, how many are 
there who ſhew every kind of difreſpeQ to God's Miniſters 
and Ordinances? - who ſcarcely ever go to the houſe of 
prayer? who ſpend God's Day in doing more buſineſs than 
on any other day in the week, or in jaunting about, or in 
getting drunk, though it is expreſsly ordered, that neither 
we, nor our ſervants, nor our cattle, ſhall work on that 
day, and ,that we ſhall keep it holy ? Inſtead of paying to 
all their dues, how many try to cheat the eſtabliſhed clergy 
of their tithes, and their prieſts of the little pittance they 
claim for their ſupport, and the King of his taxes, and buy 
ſmuggled goods wherever they can meet with them? By 
theſe and many ſuch things, they offend againſt the laws of 
God, and the lays of the land. Who is there that always 
does as he would be done by ? that never ſpeaks ill of his 
neighbour ? that never tries to deceive, or defraud, or over- 
reach another? How common are drunkenneſs, lewdneſs, 
gambling, and above all, profane curling and ſwearing, . 
and the moſt ſhocking oaths, which give no pleaſure to any. 
man, and are ſo abominable before God? how many never 
thank God for any thing, are never contented, but grumble 
and complain, even when nothing ails them, and they are 
not in want? and what makes all the more unpafdonable is, 
that we can none of us pretend that we are uninſtructed, 
or deprived of the means of knowing our duty. We have 
eſtabliſhed among us the moſt pure and perfect form of 
chriſtianity, aud that which approaches the neareſt to the 

| | primitive 
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primitive times of the Apoſtles, that any Chriſtian people 
ever enjoyed. No deſcription amongſt us are without ſuf- 
ficient Chriſtian inſtruction” to convey to us a thorough 
knowledge of the virtues of the Goſpel. The Bible is in 
the hands of moſt people; it is explained to all; and if we 
would read it, or attend to the explanation, we could not 
fail to know our duty: but the truth is, moſt of us know 
our duty, but will not do it. | 
Ils it any wonder then, that God ſhould puniſh us for all 
this? He has given us ſuch good things as few other nations 
ever had. We have the free exerciſe of our Religion, 
through all denominations ; our perſons and our property 
are alſo free. As long as we tranſgreſs not the laws, we 
can go where we will, and do what we will; and ſo long 
as we do not injure others, nobody can injure us without 
being puniſhable for it. We live in a land of plenty, and 
the pooreſt perſon in it, that is ſober and frugal, can eat 
a more wholeſome and nouriſhing food, and can live in a 
more warm and comfortable habitation, than thoſe of a 
much higher rank in moſt other countries. Great pains 
have been taken to make the people think otherwiſe. But I 
will appeal to every candid man, who has viſited the other 
countries of Europe, if he has ever ſeen one, where the 
labourer, if he be induſtrious, and does not ſpend his mo- 
ney on ſpirituous liquors, or in ſome other looſe way, lives 
more comfortably. There is not a cottier in the kingdom 
who has not his cow's graſs, and his potatoe garden, at a 
rent perfectly proportioned to the wages he receives. He 
can have his flax ground, for the induſtry of his wife, at a 
rate equally proportionate to the value of the manufacture 
when he ſells it, and with that and his hog, which is ſeen 
in every cottage, he can clothe his family better and more 
warmly than any other man of his claſs, even in England. 
The wages of the common labourer are alſo more equal to 
his ſupport than in that country, notwithſtanding all that is 
ſaid to make him think otherwiſe. If he buys as many*%f 
the neceſſaries of life for his ſixpence * as the Engliſh la- 
bourer can buy for his ſhilling, then may not his wages 
be ſaid to be as high as the wages in England? But wha 
N ! does 


* In moſt of the counties, and in all the cities and great towns, 
the hire of labour is now as high as in England. Then what is the 


interence? 
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does not know that this is the caſe? Is not the price of 
bread, of meat, of firing, of clothing, of every thing that 
the poor man requires for his ſuſtenance and comfort known 
to be twice as dear in England as it is here? The fame may 
be ſaid of the lower manufacturers, as of the labourers ; 
and if their condition be better, than that of the ſame claſs 
of people in England, how muſt it be when compared with 
the black rye-bread, the cheſnuts, the garlick, the onions, 
the wooden ſhoes of the French, who, they are told, are 
to come and better their condition? 

It is not that I'do not wiſh that they could live ſtill more 
comfortably than they do. I ſhould be happy to ſee the day 
when every man in the kingdom could have his fowl or 
his joint of meat in his pot of a Sunday, as the good Ha 
the Fourth of France uſed to with for his people, but which 
thoſe who murdered his deſcendant have taken care ſhould 
never be their lot. What I want is this; that they ſhould 
not liſten to every idle, deſigning fellow, who would per- 
| ſuade them that they are more poor and miſerable than 
perſons of their claſs in other countries, and make them 
quit their induſtry to engage in deſperate ſchemes that can 
only end in bringing themſelves and their wives and chil- 
dren to ſhame and beggary. I wiſh them to have much 
more wages than they now get, and they would deſerve 
them, if they would only be a little more induſtrious, if 
they would make a conſcience of earning them as they 
ought, if they worked as hard by the day, as they do by the 
_ greet of the job, and if they carried all their money to their 
wives, inſtead of ſpending ſo much of it in the ale-houſe 
and dram-ſhop. _ . 

The concluſion of the whole is this: God has bleſſed this 
country beyond moſt others: We have the beſt religion, 
the beſt form of government, and the moſt plentiful land 
of any people upon earth: But we have made ſuch a bad 
uſe of theſe bleſſings that we are in great danger of loſing 
them. We neglect God, his Service, and his Day. We 
call ourſelves Chriftians, but we hardly know what the word 
means. Few conſider, that every man, who ſays he is a 
Chriſtian, ſays as follows :—© I am the Soldier and Ser- 
yant of Jeſus Chriſt. I have renounced all fin and wicked- 


* nefs, and all the vanities of this world, I have owned that 


I am a ſinner, and that I can only be ſaved by the merits and 
{ſufferings of Jeſus Chriſt ; and in order to receive the be- 
bad OS CLI | | nefits 
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nefits of theſe, I muſt repent of my ſins; I muſt believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and I muſt do what he has commanded. . His 
commands are contained in the Goſpel; I muſt, therefore, 
read that, in order to learn my duty; and, when J have 
learned it, I muſt do it faithfully and diligently.” 
Ohl my Countrymen ! if we would do this, we ſhould 
be ſafe, and happy, and proſperous! God would make a 
| hedge about us, and about all we have, and would defend 
us from all our enemies | We ſhould no longer be divided 
and weakened by parties and oppoſitions; for we ſhould all 
fear God, and honour the King, and love one another; and 
who would dare to invade us? Why are we, then, ſo blind 
to our intereſt, to reject peace and proſperity, when we 
might fo eaſily obtain them? If yon. Jove your country, if 
you love your wives or your children, if you love yourſelves * 
reform your conduct before it be too late ! The judg- 
ments of God are in the world; oy have fallen upon 
France, upon Flanders, upon Holland | they are ready to 
fall upon us. If we will not take warning from all that has 
_ paſſed, and is now paſling, almoſt at our doors, we have no 
excuſe, and therefore no room to hope that we ſhall eſcape. 
But even if we could, what would it avail? The day of 
judgment mu/? come; when every one who has not repented 
and reformed, will be condemned to ſuffer the torments of 
Hell for ever | What thoſe torments are, we know not ; 
and God grant we never may ! but if there be any truth in 
the word of God itſelf, they are far greater, and more 
dreadful, than any thing man ever felt, or can conceive. 
Loek down, O God of all Mercy, on this Land ! Open 
our eyes, that we may ſee thy judgments hanging over our 
heads and ready to fall on us! Give us a jult ſenſe of our 
guilt, and grace to amend our lives; and let our timely re- 
pentance make us fit objects of thy mercy, and prevent the 
deſtruction of our nation. 

' Bleſs thy ſervant our King, with long life and peace. 
Give true wiſdom to all thoſe who have any ſhare in the 
government of our Country ; that they may ſee and know, 
that neither our own arm, nor our own devices can fave us, 
and may learn to look up to thee, O God of Hoſts, for 
| thine Almighty aid. | | | 

Give a double portion of thy ſpirit to the Biſhops and 
Paſtors of thy Church; that they may devote themſelves 
entirely to thy Service; boldly rebuke vice; and by their 

| - diligence 
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diligence and zeal, by the ſoundneſs of their doctrine 3 


holineſs of their Pers, may turn the hearts of this nation, 
from the luſts of the fleſh, the vanities of life, and the 


deſire of ry gain, to the knowledge and love of. thee 


and of the Goſpel of thy Son. 
Grant that thoſe, to whom thou haſt committed wealth, 


or power, or learning, or any uſeful talents, may ever re- 
member from hem they received them, and employ them 


for the good of all; that ſo they may give in their account 
with joy at the laſt day . 


75 finally, we beloech thee, to make us humble and 7 


peaceable, ſober and diligent, juſt and merciful z pious tot 
wards thee our God; loyal to our King, obedient to our 

Governors, reſpectful to our ſuperiors, and kind and affec- 
Cionate to all men: That, being protected by thy Almighty 


Power, we may paſs our time here in peace and comfort; 
and be made partakers hereafter, of eternal happineſs; 


through the merits and interceſſion of our bleſſed Lord ang 
Sariour Thom c let 11 true . tay, 1 0 
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SuoblD any one, who has a ſhare in the Legiſlature or 
Government of this Land, peruſe theſe Pages; let him 
reflect ſeriouſly how he can anſwer to God and his Coun- 


try, for ſitting tamely by, without attempting to repreſs 


thoſe groſs crimes, which if ſuffered to continue, mutt 


bring us to deſtruction. If he wants Reſolution, he is un- 


fit for his ſtation. - Let him not fear the ſcoffs of a few 
impious wretches; but uniting with other ſerious and 


active men, and avoiding all heat and enthuſiaſm on the 


one hand, and all lukewarmneſs and timidity on the other; 
det them conſider what are the reigning vices, and at leaſt 
attempt to check them. | | 

Adultery rages ; and, whilſt our law gives large damages 


to the injured man, no atonement whatever is made to our 


injured God! nay, both he, and his law, are inſulted ; for 
the adulterer and adultereſs are let go free, and are even 
allowed to enter into unholy wedlock. By the Jewiſh law 


(which was the law of God), they were both to die. Un- 


der the pure Chriſtian diſpenſation, ſhall they not only 
eſcape, but be put on a level with the virtuous ? Surely 
the woman, at leaſt, ought to be marked with fome per- 
ſonal infamy, and in no caſe be permitted to marry again. 
Gaming, though not perhaps ſo direct an inſult to God, 
is no leſs pernicious in its effects. It ſeems to defy the ex- 
iſting ws, and therefore calls for new ones. | 
. « Becauſe of ſwearing, the land mourneth.”—Swear 
cc not at all.“ —“ Above all things, my brethren, ſwear 
«© not.” Such are the ſtrong expreſſions of our ſacred code. 
How then can we hope to be excuſed or pardoned, when we 
multiply oaths by every new law, till they are become al- 
moſt words of courſe, and have loſt all that reverence which 
was formerly annexed to them, and without which, they 
can only increaſe our condemnation! _ | | 
A Cuſtom-houſe oath is already proverbial, and a tax 
oath is in great danger of becoming ſo. Were no oath 
adminiſtered, but in a public court, by the Judge himſelf, 


and with the utmoſt poſſible ſolemnity, it would impreſs 
| | both 


\ 


. — 
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both the witneſs and the audience with a juſt ſenſe of i,. 
awful nature. In all other caſes, the ſigning a declaration 
al the truth of the evidence given, and the juſtneſs of the *** 


puniſhment to be incurred if it prove falſe, would be more 


decent, and at- leaſt as effectual as the oath now adminif- 


tered. | | ME Pe res . 
„ Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it Holx.“— 


In it thou ſhalt not do any wor; thou nor thy ſon, nor 


thy daughter, thy man ſervant, nor thy maid ſervant, nur 
thy cattle.” —Whoſoever doth any work on the Sabbath day, 
he ſhall ſurely be put to death ;”—ſuch is God's /aw ; but 
what is our practice? Look at our ſtreets and roads, and 


ſee them crowded, not merely with the carriages of the 


great, but with ſtages full of travellers, and waggons loaded 


with goods. Surely when we are diſtreſſed for new taxes, 
a heavy Sunday toll might be laid throughout the iſland, - | 
dio check atleaſt, if we will not prohibit, the groſs profa- 

nation of the Lord's day; that fertile fource of 1mmorality. © - 


And if no public houſes, except inns on great roads, were 


ſuffered to be open on Sundays, it would prevent ſom 
_ murders, many robberies, and infinite miſchief. e 


IV any perſon ſhould be inclined to think the preſent 


ſtate of things in this country not ſuch as to warrant the 


anxiety and alarm expreſſed in the preceding pages; let- 


him read attentively the following extracts from the writ- 
ings of two of the ableft men of the age; and, having ſo 


done, let him conſider the events which have ſince happen- 


ed, and the alteration which has ſince taken place, in our 
national principles and morals; and then ſay what their 
ſentiments would now be ? OF | 2. 

« Seldom any ſtate is ruined, but there are evident ſig- 
nals and preſages of it. In general, without the ſpirit of 
prophecy, it is no difficult matter to perceive when cities 
and kingdoms are tending towards their final period and 


- 
: 


diſſolution. There are as certain tokens and ſymptoms of 


a conſumption and decay in the body politic, as in the body 
natural. I would not preſage ill to my country; but, when 
we conſider the many heinous and preſumptuous fins of 
this nation ; the licentiouſneſs, and violation of all order 
and diſcipline; the daring infolence of robbers and ſmug- 
glers, in open defiance of all law and juſtice ; the factions 

and 
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enen 3 the yenality and corruption 4 the avarice'and 
_ profuſion of all ranks and degrees among us; the total want 
of public ſpirit, and ardent paſſion for private, ends and 
- Intereſts; the luxury and gaming and diſſoluteneſs in 
life, and the lazineſs and drunkenneſs and vebauchery in 
low life; and above all, that barefaced ridicule of all virtue - 
and decency; and the ſcandalous. neglect,, and I with I 
could not ſay, contempt of all public worſhip and re li- 
sion hen we conſider theſe things, theſe ſigns of the 
times, the ſtouteſt and moſt ſanguine of us all muſt trem- 
le at the natural and probable conſequences of them. God 
give us Grace, that we may Enozu at leaſt, in this our day, 
the things which belong to our peace, before they are bid from 
aur eyes. Never may ſuch blindneſs happen to us as befell - 
the Jews ; but may we ſeek the Lord while be may be p< 
and call upon him while he is near; and return unto the Lord, 
and he will. have mercy upon us, and to our God, fon he will 
_ abundantly pard 1 —5 iſbop Newton, on the Fuat 
Pol. II. F4 239. 

« If you behold a nation diſtinguiſhed by irregion and 
contempt of things ſacred; by licentiouſneſs, faction, luxu: 
ry, diſſipation, and effeminacy ; ; be aſſured that, without 

x reformation, and a return to firſt principles, the conqueſt 
of that nation by ſome other is becoming more and more 
feaſible every day; ; the ſame vices, which provoke divine 
vengeance, preparing the way for its execution. Such were , 
the characteriſties of the ancient people of God, in the 
times preceding their ſeveral captivities. Such was the 

' caſe when the o d Aſlyrian empire periſhed with Sardanapa- 

- Jus; when Babylon was ſurprized by Cyrus; when Darius 
was overthrown by; Alexander; when Greece fell under the 
dominion. of the Romans; When theſe laſt were overs 
whelmed by the Northern nations, and when Conſtantino- 
ple was taken by the Turks. Every man, who has the 
profperity of his country at heart, ſhould very ſertoully 
conſider, how far theſe rolent are to be found upon ours 
ſelves; and what can be done to prevent the farther ſpread- 
ing of the infection; and to eradicate the feeds of the. diſ- 
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THE END. 
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